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Project Description 
From its time of establishment in the mid-

1830s, the City of LeClaire has been built 

around transportation: It became the home of 

celebrated river pilots who could navigate the 

rapids of the Mississippi River between 

LeClaire and Rock Island, Illinois.  The city 

is taking inspiration from its integral tie to the 

river and expanding the safe movement of 

people along the riverfront and adjoining 

downtown to improve local access to 

amenities and foster an expansion of 

accessible commercial space for citizens and 

tourists alike.  Continuing to expand upon the 

momentum created through the initial 

downtown revitalization phase begun in 

2007, this small town is solidifying its 

footprint as a tourism hub among its larger 

urban neighbors. 

The Highway 67 Corridor Connectivity 

Improvements and Mississippi Riverfront 

Revitalization project is made up of five 

major components: expansion of the 

downtown commercial district along US 

Highway 67/Cody Road, reconstruction of 

Wisconsin Street to connect residential 

neighborhoods to city services and the 

downtown/riverfront, improve multi-axle 

truck corridor safety on Territorial Road, 

repurposing the riverfront levee area, and 

marina improvements.   

These components were developed through 

the city council led capital improvement 

review and the LeClaire Streetscape and 

Riverfront Master Plan stakeholder 

involvement process. Its mission statement is 

ñ(this plan) will be successful if it is a 

transformative vision that embraces the river, 

fosters community, supports visitation and 

high quality of life, and is incrementally 

implemented through strategic partnerships.ò  
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All components are integrated to realize the 

overall City improvement goals outlined in 

the townôs current Comprehensive Plan 

(December 2016). The preferred plan graphic 

is shown on the previous page. 

The Master Plan program includes 

construction of the Mississippi River Trail, a 

welcome center, memorials, a fishing pier, 

and transient dockage as well as a riverfront 

promenade and an entertainment space. The 

intention of the Master Plan is to convert the 

current parking areas into a primary 

gathering space in downtown LeClaire.   

Expansion of the downtown commercial 

corridor and improved streetscaping is the 

first component of this project and is a 

continuation of the first phase of 

improvements completed in 2007-2008.  

Street improvements include updating ADA 

sidewalk ramps to current standards along the 

entire delineated corridor, rehabilitating the 

road surface not completed in phase one, 

continue conversion of the US Highway 67 

corridor to 25 miles per hour speed limit 

zone, installing permeable pavement parking 

stalls, improve and infill sidewalks, addition 

of pocket parks, installation of a trailhead, 

install pedestrian crossing bump outs, 

installing tree wells, improve intersections of 

intersecting side streets, and creating a 

cohesive branded look for the downtown 

through lighting, signage, and surface 

finishes. 

Improving and expanding use of the 

riverfront is the projectôs second component.  

Component elements include installation of a 

trail to extend the Mississippi River Trail 

(MRT) network, a transient boat dock, splash 

pad, promenade and river overlooks, 

expansion of usable green space for a public 

park and trees and associated recreational 

activities, reconfigure and expand Veteranôs 

Memorial, and installation of active railroad 

crossings.  Improvements to vehicle flow and 

pedestrian access on Front Street will also 

double business frontages by allowing 

signage and entrances from Front Street into 

adjacent buildings.  

Aligning with the expansion of access to the 

riverfront and river for area residents and 

visitors, improvements to Green Gables 

Marina will expand boating access to the 

Mississippi River for fishing and recreation. 

Wisconsin Street is a major local 

thoroughfare which connects US Highway 

67/downtown/riverfront with City Hall, the 

LeClaire Public Library, the area junior high 

school, and is a primary corridor between two 

halves of the town. To improve neighborhood 

and city service connectivity to the enhanced 

Highway 67 regional influence, Wisconsin 

Streetôs updated corridor structure will allow 

for the safer movement of pedestrians and 

COMMUNITY PLAZA  

RIVERFRONT PROMENADE  



 

 

3 

bicyclists between local services and 

amenities. Complete Streets is the guiding 

design principle for the road: updating to an 

urban cross-section, installation of ADA 

compliant sidewalks, bicycle lanes, 

installation of underground storm sewer 

infrastructure with green infrastructure 

components, and enhanced corridor lighting 

and wayfinding including City Hall, public 

library, city plaza, and the 

downtown/riverfront.  Wisconsin Street is 

also the predominant route to access the 

LeClaire Fire Department, Bridgeview 

Elementary School, area golf courses, and 

southside commercial areas. 

Territorial Road is an established regional 

commercial area connection for multi-axle 

vehicles to and from an area quarry and 

LeClaireôs industrial zoned area. Two 

bridges located north of the quarry, crossing 

McCarty Creek, have been rated in poor 

condition resulting in implementation of 

tighter load restrictions. Both bridges will be 

replaced to meet commercial transportation 

needs of the area along with future general 

transportation and connectivity needs for the 

town and surrounding environs. The bridges 

are currently awarded for construction and 

the physical construction will start in the 

summer of 2022. It is intended to make the 

bridges more friendly to truck traffic to 

increase pedestrian safety through the 

downtown commercial area. 
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Transportation Challenges to Address 

The predominant challenge of all project 

components is ensuring the safe movement of 

multiple modes of transportation in a tight, 

well-developed corridor. This project is 

incorporating traffic generated by 

trucks/multi-axle vehicles, passenger 

vehicles and motorcycles, bicycles, 

pedestrians, trains, and boats.  

Right-of-way widths along US Highway 

67/Cody Road streetscape project area vary 

from eighty feet down to sixty feet, which is 

generally considered narrow for a state 

highway running through an incorporated 

city. The highway corridor has also been 

developed over the years with building 

frontages and retaining walls lined up on the 

right-of-way line, with two notable 

exceptions where the (historical) buildings 

protrude into the public space.  

Reconstructing this roadway section will be 

maximizing sidewalk widths to ensure 

adequate pedestrian safety and effective clear 

zones. 

The Canadian Pacific Railwayôs Dakota, 

Minnesota, and Eastern (DME) line also runs 

the length of the project area parallel to US 

Highway 67/Cody Road, disconnecting the 

downtown from the riverfront.  There are 

currently four approved grade crossings in 

the project area, with a fifth proposed at 

Ewing Street.  All railroad-street grade 

crossings are currently passive types and will 

be upgraded to active type to enhance safety 

measures at all grade crossings. 

Maintenance of the minimum navigational 

channel depth of the Mississippi River is also 

maintained near the LeClaire shoreline, and a 

natural depth of nine feet or more is found 

within feet of the shoreline. Project elements 

along the shoreline and in the river are 

planned outside of the navigable commercial 

channel to minimize conflicts between 

vessels and construction activities.  

Truck traffic rumbling down the highway is 

about 10% of total weekday commercial 

downtown district traffic according to 

historical Iowa DOT traffic counts.  

Currently, the speed limit north of Ewing 

Street is posted at 35 miles per hour with no 

improved pedestrian crossings or area 

lighting.  This section of the project area also 

narrows down to a 60-foot right-of-way with 

buildings and fences established on or into 

this public space. Availability of parking 

spaces in and along the corridor is also of 

particular concern for business owners and 

event coordinators. This area will be 

converted to a 25 miles per hour speed zone, 

lighting will be installed, and pedestrian zone 

widths will be widened to maximize 

pedestrian access and enhanced clear zone. 

Load limit restrictions on the two Territorial 

Road bridges have been lowered due to poor 

bridge condition ratings and structurally 

deficient serviceability determinations.  

These load limits have hindered the capacity 

of trucking and quarry operations and limits 

potential operations for businesses looking to 
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locate or expand in this industrial area.  The 

road is also being reviewed for enhancing 

pathways to the Bettendorf/Davenport area to 

further divert large truck traffic from the 

narrow downtown area. Reconstructed 

bridges will allow for increasing the load 

limit restrictions for the road as a whole and 

expand available truck routes for the area. 

Current roadway configurations do not 

include dedicated bicycle lanes or marked 

paths, which are included within this plan to 

implement safe biking path design principles. 

Project History and Previously 

Completed Components 

With the advent of the lock-and-dam system 

constructed in the upper Mississippi River, 

the treacherous rapids near LeClaire were 

tamed and the cityôs integral engagement 

with the river waned.  In an effort to 

reestablish the link to their inherent natural 

connection with the Mississippi, the citizens 

of LeClaire began constructing the levee 

district on the eastside of the railroad tracks 

as somewhere residents and tourists could go 

to get back and close to the water.  The City 

of LeClaire has prioritized the purchase of 

property along the shoreline over the years 

with the intent of extending public amenities 

and trailways. 

As the leveeôs footprint grew, so did 

amenities.  The Buffalo Bill Cody Museum, 

established in 1957, was moved onto the 

riverfront in 1971.  Alongside the museum 

rests the ñLone Star,ò the only surviving 

wooden-hulled vessel, and a registered 

National Historic Landmark (#89002461).  

The museum and Lone Star make up one end 

of the Historic Cody Trail that connects 

multiple historical landscapes and buildings 

in Scott County, Iowa. 

In addition to the expansion of the riverfront, 

the commercial downtown area was growing 

and expanding near the riverside area and up 

and down the US Highway 67 corridor as 

LeClaire has grown.  LeClaire has been 

strategically leveraging and growing their 

commercial downtown and riverfront to 

promote tourism to the town.  A local 

business, Antique Archeology, has its own 

television cable show called ñAmerican 

Pickers,ò which has put LeClaire on the map 

nationally and globally. 

In conjunction with beefing up local 

businesses, the project area also has been 

used for hosting local events to both enrich 

the cultural and recreational amenities 

available to residents and expand visitorsô 

experiences.  Along with downtown walks 

and night-outs hosted jointly by local 

businesses throughout the year, highlighted 

annual events include the Tour De LeClaire 

Big Wheel Races, Riverboat Twilight 

Sightseeing Cruises, Food Truck Fights, Tug 

Fest (rope pull competition across the 
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Mississippi River with Port Byron, Illinois), 

Apple Fest, and Vettes on the River. 

Project area revitalization began with the 

Phase I Streetscape Project completed in 

2007 through 2008. This first phase rebuilt 

the US Highway 67 corridor between May 

Street and Ewing Street, updated and 

expanded sidewalks and pedestrian crossings 

to be ADA compliant at the time, improved 

railroad grade crossings, and constructed a 

parking lot and rest area on the levee. A 

prominent location was also developed as a 

memorial space for honoring military 

veterans.  Commercial businesses increased 

from ten to thirty enterprises along these 

blocks after completion of the project. 

Both the planned Highway 67 corridor 

improvements and Riverfront Revitalization 

components of this Highway 67 Corridor 

Connectivity Improvements and Mississippi 

Riverfront Revitalization project are 

expansions and updates to the Phase I project.  

This second phase of downtown 

revitalization will  continue the expansion of 

accessible commercial property, improved 

public recreational areas, and educational 

opportunities.  Better interconnectivity 

between residential areas and the 

downtown/riverfront will enhance residential 

use of their public spaces and amenities, and 

incorporating connections to regional and 

national transportation ways, such as the 

Mississippi River Trail (MRT), will expand 

access to regional city centers and open up 

additional visitor opportunities. 

Project Connectivity 

The Highway 67 Corridor Connectivity 

Improvements and Mississippi Riverfront 

Revitalization project is designed to integrate 

with other road, trailway, and town 

improvements. 

Roadway improvements include pavement 

improvements on US Highway 67/Cody 

Road, which is also the ñGreat River Roadò 

National Scenic Byway that parallels the 

entire length of the Mississippi River from its 

headwaters in Minnesota to its mouth at the 

Gulf of Mexico in Louisiana.  Three main 

roads that intersect with the highway are 

listed on the townôs CIP for improvements to 

facilitate improved traffic flow and 

connectivity. Wisconsin Street and 

Territorial Road improvements are both 

included as components to this RAISE grant 

application, and the third, Holland Street, will 

be expanded to an urban complete streets 

cross-section to be an expedient residential 

backdoor to Bettendorf and Davenport 

workplaces. 

Alongside the roadway improvements, 

sidewalks will be improved, and pedestrian 

crosswalks installed to allow greater and 

safer access to the entire commercial front in 

the project area.  Sidewalks from adjoining 

streets will also be connected to improve 

neighborhood access to the commercial 
















































